THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE

CHAP. xvm.
Maximilian
//,

1564-15/6-
Destruction
of the Ger-
manic state~
system.

them, and the amiable Maximilian II, who succeeded him,
though personally well inclined to the Protestants, found
himself fettered by his position and his allies, and could
do little or nothing to quench the flame of religious and
political hatred. Germany remained divided into two
omnipresent factions, and so further than ever from har-
monious action, or a tightening of the long-loosened bond
of feudal allegiance. The states of either creed being
gathered into a league, there could no longer be a recog-
nized centre of authority for judicial or administrative
purposes. Least of all could a centre be sought in the
Emperor, the leader of the papal party, the suspected foe
of every Protestant. Too closely watched to do anything
of his own authority, too much committed to one party
to be accepted as a mediator by the other, he was driven
to attain his own objects by falling in with the schemes
and furthering the selfish ends of his adherents, by be-
coming the accomplice or the tool of the Jesuits. The
Lutheran princes addressed themselves to reduce a power
of which they had still an over-sensitive dread, and found
when they exacted from each successive sovereign engage-
ments more stringent than his predecessor's, that in this,
and this alone, their Catholic brethren were not unwilling
to join them. Thus obliged to strip himself one by one
of the ancient privileges of his crown, the Emperor came
to have little influence on the government except that
which his intrigues might exercise. Nay, it became
almost impossible to maintain a government at all. For
when the Reformers found themselves outvoted at the
Diet, they declared that in matters of religion a majority
ought not to bind a minority. As the measures were
few which did not admit of being reduced to this cate-
gory, for whatever benefited the Emperor or any other